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and this may possibly account for so many of them having
been ransacked. It is further believed that spells were
placed over them as a guard, the strongest of which was to
bury a man alive in the vault, and order his ghost to pro-
tect the treasure against robbers.

The dolmens, or stone tables of upright stones with a
cap-stone resting on them, are believed to have been built
by a race of Pandava dwarfs a cubit high, who were never-

Fig. 48.   Dolmens on the Nflgiris.
theless able to lift the huge stones with ease. The dolmens
on the Nilgiri hills are supposed to have been made by a
race of pygmies, assisted by hares and porcupines. The
Badagas of the Nilgiris have turned the dolmens into
sacred places, not looking on them as temples, but as
actual gods. When it was proposed to remove some of
the stones to a museum, the Badagas remonstrated, saying,
" They are our gods/' Close to the village of Bethalhada
is a row of dolmens, carved with figures of human beings,